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North Craven summary

Geography ïproblems of distance to services, accessibility, and cross-

border crime.

Low population density ïsustainability challenges for services and fewer

opportunity for economies of scale

Service boundaries ïout of county CCG & health services and schools

Older and aging population ïpeople retire to the area. Some wards have

a high proportion of people reporting a limiting long term illness or

disability, or living alone.

Young people ïlack of service provision and opportunities

Seasonality of employment - 15% of all employment in accommodation

and food services

Housing affordability ïhigh prices in the National Park and high number

of second homes

Some of the most digitally and socially excluded areas in the County

High levels of road traffic accidents ïcountry roads attract motorcyclists
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Physical geography and area classification

Ordnance Survey Map Data: © Crown Copyright. North Yorkshire County Council. 100017946. (2015)

All 7 wards within North Craven are classified as óruralô. 5 are 

classified as either órural townô or órural villageô in a ósparse settingõ

ONS 2011 Census rural -urban classification

4 wards within North Craven are 

classified as having ósuper sparseô 

population, with population densities 

of around 0.2 persons per hectare

73% of North Craven is 

within the Yorkshire 

Dales National Park, 

making up around 34% 

of the total national park 

area

Part of the Forest of 

Bowland Area of 

Outstanding Natural 

Beauty lies between 

Bentham and Settle

Population and transport links concentrated in the main valleys

Area of  Natural Beauty attracts visitors
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The communities
Bentham and Settle market towns provide a range of facilities serving the surrounding areas.

Very effective partnership working  in area

Good community spirit, self -reliance, 
personal networks 

Good levels of volunteering  in some services 
and some strong voluntary sector 
organisations 

Main core library is in Skipton - an old building 
and 27 miles from some parts of North Craven

Lack of volunteer capacity in some services

Cross border issues - people travel to 
Lancashire and Cumbria for services

Number of doorstep crime offenders visiting the 
area from neighbouring authorities

80% of citizensô panel members in 

Craven think that people in their local 

area pull together to improve the 

area compared to 74% countywide

Ordnance Survey Map Data: © Crown Copyright. North Yorkshire County Council. 100017946. (2015)

Libraries in Gargrave & Malhamdale (community run), Bentham, Ingleton and the newly 

opened Settle library in an extra-care facility which use volunteer help.

Current proposals for libraries (May 2015) - retain supermobile and Home Library and 

Information Service (HLIS). All libraries in North Craven to be community managed
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The people of North Craven

28% of the population of 

North Craven are aged 

65+ compared with 23% 

elsewhere in Craven 

district and 22% in North 

Yorkshire overall

20,000 people live within 

North Craven, around 

36% of the population of 

Craven district and 3% of 

North Yorkshire residents

27% of the population of 

North Craven are aged 

under 30. Elsewhere in 

Craven district the figure is 

around 31% and 32% in 

North Yorkshire overall

Insufficient  population in some areas to 
have cost effective services

Net importer of population. People moving 
in tend to be those retiring to the area
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Find more population information on

www.DataNorthYorkshire.org

https://www.datanorthyorkshire.org/JSNA/articles/population-in-north-yorkshire/
https://www.datanorthyorkshire.org/JSNA/articles/population-in-north-yorkshire/
https://www.datanorthyorkshire.org/JSNA/articles/population-in-north-yorkshire/


Source: 2011 Census

Within North Craven, small areas of 

Bentham, Settle, Ingleton and Gargrave

have more than 2.5% of residents from 

non-white ethnic groups

97.4% of residents of 

Craven district are white, 

similar to North Yorkshire 

overall

474 residents of Craven district are Pakistani, 

the largest non-white group in the district.  

183 residents are in the óOther Asianô group

60.8% of residents of 

one Output Area, to the 

north of Broughton Road 

in Skipton, are from a 

non-white ethnic group ï

43% are Pakistani

Rural areas of North Craven and Craven District generally have a 

low proportion of non-white residents

Ordnance Survey Map Data: 

© Crown Copyright. North 

Yorkshire County Council. 

100017946. (2015)

The people of North Craven
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Find more ethnicity data on

www.DataNorthYorkshire.org

http://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/ethnic-group
http://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/ethnic-group
http://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/ethnic-group


3% of North Yorkshire 

population aged 0-18 live in 

North Craven district - around 

3,650 children & young people 

2% of the 0-5 population of 

North Yorkshire live in North 

Craven district - around 840 

children & young people

There are as few as 1 child per per sq km in 
some North Craven wards and 5 averaged 
across North Craven compared with 10 across 
Craven district and 16 across North Yorkshire

7

Children and Young People

69% of school-age children live in North 
Craven live in a sparsely populated area 
compared with 31% in Craven as a whole 
and 15% across the county

4.4% of children attending school in North Craven are from a BME background. In South 

Craven the figure is 11.9% indicating that the areas have very different population profiles

North Yorkshire

Schools

South Craven

Schools

North Craven

Schools
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Customer groups within North Craven
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Customer groups within North Craven

Page 8 



Ordnance Survey Map Data: © Crown 

Copyright. North Yorkshire County Council. 

100017946. (2015)

Indoors Living Environment 

sub-domain focuses on housing 

in poor condition and houses 

without central heating

Geographical Barriers to 

Service  looks at road distances 

to a GP surgery, food shop, 

supermarket or general store, 

primary school and Post Office

Only the LSOA covering 

Gargrave is outside the worst 

20% in England for both 

measures

The Indices of Deprivation 2015 indicate widespread 

housing deprivation and difficulties in accessing services 

due to geographical distance from them

Indices of Deprivation 2015
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Find more deprivation data on

www.DataNorthYorkshire.org


