
Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 24th January 2024 at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG 

Present: Councillors: E. Branson-Burke (Chairman), H. Ellis, K. Murray, M. Stokes, and North Yorkshire Councillor A. Wilkinson.

Clerk: D. Robson-Booth. One member of the public.
	Item
	Parish Council Minutes
	Action                                       
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11.
	Apologies: C. Cook (Vice Chairman) C. Newton, D. Gillson, S. Bennett 
The Council approved absences. 

Minutes of Last Meeting
Approval of minutes of last meeting on 22/11/23 by E. Branson-Burke and K. Murray.
Matters arising from previous minutes

a. VAS Signs
Data for this month has not yet been downloaded. The Parish Council still need to decide which areas of data they are interested in analysing as the VAS signs data is very complex. No progress has been made as D. Gillson, who has taken the role of analysing the data is absence from the meeting.

The Parish Council will be interested to watch the development of the national 20’s Plenty Campaign which would like the existing 30mph speed limit reduced to 20mph. At the present it is not possible to implement it due to police equipment.
b. Maintenance of Parish Benches
No maintenance has been done on the Parish benches highlighted by the bench inspections.

M. Stokes will seek another quote before purchasing the two benches to replace the worn benches in Maunby. 

c. Newby Wiske Water Pump
The Chairman and Clerk met with a joiner on 31th October and he agreed to send us a quote. He is extremely busy at the moment and will send a quote when he is able.

A grant of £500 is secured from Cllr A. Wilkinson’s Locality Budget. 

d. Red Phone Box
BT confirmed that an existing located phone box can be adopted for £1, as the phone boxes in the parish were all removed, we are not able to adopt a red phone box. 
Correspondence for consideration

a. Parish Council Police report – December 2023
The December report was received and revealed two crimes, one burglary and one violence against the person, anti – hunt demonstrators. No further details are provided. The report was circulated to the Parish Councillors.  
Miscellaneous Correspondence for noting 

a. Flooding on the Road Next to Mill Farm, South Otterington
The recent heavy rainfall has caused a puddle to form on the road outside Mill Farm. It is quite deep but still passable by car. The area has not flooded for several years and it is thought the problem was caused by a blocked drain or pump problem. Highways have pumped the drain and cleaned the gulleys; it has cleared the problem. Yorkshire Water will arrange another site visit. Highways have worked hard to sort out the many issues the recent heavy rains have caused.  
Planning Matters – New Planning Applications

a. The siting of a single garage to the rear garden of the property. Adjacent to Raine House, Maunby, Thirsk. Ref: ZB23/02363/FUL.
The application was discussed in full, the Parish Council do not object to the proposal but they understand it will result in a loss of around 50% of green space in the garden which will become hard standing. There is a sense that the proposal is unnecessary as currently there is adequate parking at the front for three decent sized cars. The proposal will also see the garage wall on the boundary line to a neighboring property. 

It is worth noting that the address on the application should read ‘adjacent to Raine House’ as the dwelling, which the application represents is currently unnamed.  
Clerk to reply to NYC.
b. Construction of detached 4-bedroom agriculture workers dwelling with detached garage. Plane Tree House, Maunby, Thirsk. Ref: ZB23/02501/FUL.

The Council discussed the application and they concluded that it sounded reasonable and would have little impact on neighboring properties.

Clerk to reply to NYC. 
Planning Matters – Granted

a. Application for the variation of condition 2 (Approved plans) from previously approved application 21/01006/FUL-Alteration and extensions to existing dwelling and the change of use of a parcel of land from agriculture to residential. School House, Maunby, Thirsk. Ref: ZB23/01992/MRC
b. Approval of reserved matters considering appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline approval 21/03043/OUT. Porch House, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire. Ref: 23/00392/REM

c. Modification of condition 2 (approved plans) from previously approved application 22/02028/FUL – Alterations and extensions to existing dwelling and construction of detached double garage. Raine House, Maunby. ZB23/02194/MRC
Planning Matters – Refused - None

Planning Matters arising from previous minutes - None

Financial Matters

 Money in bank as of 29/12/2023- £17,163.42                                               

a. Payment of accounts 

Cheques Paid:

Clerk HMRC PAYE                                                             £62.80

Cheques to pay:

Clerks Salary including back pay & Expenses                    £666.74

(Postage stamps £6, Giffgaff for Oct, Nov and Dec £18, B&W & Colour Printer Ink £51.99)

South Otterington Village Hall Hire                                     £154.00

(to host 11 PC meetings in 2023)

The Parish Council approved the expenses. (Note that the Clerk’s salary included back pay, going forward the Clerk will be paid Scale 7 on NALC pay scale, for 45 hours, quarterly @ £12.63, which is the lowest hourly rate on NALC pay scale for a Clerk, this was agreed when discussing the budget at previous meetings) 

b. Money received - None 
c. Bank Mandate
The Clerk is now receiving bank statements however no progress is made with adding signatures to the bank mandate. 

The Parish Council agreed to change the requirements for the number of signatures required to sign cheques from three to two, as proposed by the Chairman. The Parish Council agree and when we get control of the bank, we will be able to implement this change.

The Parish Council discussed changing banks due to the amount of chaos adding signatures has caused but they decided as there is still a branch locally it may be wise to stay with the current bank.

To clarify the Parish Council, wish to add the following Parish Councillors and Clerk to the mandate. These people will be authorized to sign cheques. E. Branson-Burke (Chairman) D. Robson-Booth (Clerk/RFO) D. Gillson, H. Ellis, K. Murray, M. Stokes and S. Bennett.
The Clerk proposed to arrange a meeting with the previous Clerk to add the signatures, this will be done after the minutes are approved at the next meeting as the bank will require uploading the approved meeting minutes.
Any Other Business requiring urgent consideration

a. Communication with PGL
PGL welcome back colleagues from 5th February. 

Guests will start to return from 19th February and numbers will be low until around April, when they will increase.

There is a lot of staff and guests returning for a second year. As they know the site, it will make it easier to induct them and hopefully should be a smooth start to the season.  
PGL are going to submit the 2024 noise management plan this week to NYC. This is done annually and after the first year of operation will give them the chance to eliminate some terminology that is no longer relevant. Ross will send a link to allow the Parish Council to view it once it is approved, this can take around 8 weeks.

The dog walking path will be trimmed shortly as part of their tree management. After the work is completed and declared safe, PGL plan to do some activities within the woodland area. 

PGL have planned onsite training for their staff on first aid and mental health. Any spare places will be offered to the school staff. 

PGL have Saturday 24th Sept pencilled in their diary for an open day. Once the day is confirmed they will advertise and promote it. It is hoped that the day will attract families who can sample the activities and enjoy a picnic or barbeque.  
b. Update from Cllr Annabel Wilkinson
NYC are busy setting their budget next month.

Flooding at Morton-on-Swale (A684) resulting in the road closure and diversion of traffic. A meeting was held with the Parish Councils adjacent to the A684 and Highways. Discussed the impact locally and nationally ten named storms across the country, five of which have impacted on NYC with floods & Trees.

Currently reviewing the permanent signage & barriers to try to discourage drivers ignoring closure.  Improvements to be implemented in the spring/summer.

c. Recruiting a Parish Councillor to fill Vacancy
After the resignation of J. Cook, Parish Councillor for Newby Wiske, the vacancy was advertised but wasn’t successful in attracting any candidates or interest.
d. Green Lane Flooding on Bend

After the heavy recent rain, the issue was raised of a large puddle forming on the bend along green lane. This is a hotspot as the lay of the land dips and water runs off the field. It has previously flooded after similar weather. 

Clerk to report the issue to Highways.  
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 21st February 2024 at 7.00 pm at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG

Chairman Signature………………………………. Date………………………..
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