
Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 21st February 2024 at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG 

Present: Councillors: E. Branson-Burke (Chairman), C. Cook (Vice Chairman) C. Newton, D. Gillson, S. Bennett, H. Ellis and K. Murray.

Clerk: D. Robson-Booth. PGL: Ross Hocking. Ten Members of the public attended. 
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	Parish Council Minutes
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	Apologies: North Yorkshire Councillor A. Wilkinson and M. Stokes.
Minutes of Last Meeting
Approval of minutes of last meeting on 24/01/24 by H. Ellis and K. Murray.
Matters arising from previous minutes

a. VAS Signs
The Chairman downloaded the data and circulated it to D. Gillson and K. Murray. The Councillors decided to move the signs around and to place one at the Warlaby entrance to Newby Wiske.

b. Maintenance of Parish Council Trees
The tree surgent has not sent a schedule of work as agreed. There are a few trees that are in need of trimming. 

Chairman to action.
Correspondence for consideration

a. Parish Council Police report
The police report was received and circulated to the Parish Councillors. It revealed no crimes. The report also included an appeal for information about a missing local 

Middlesborough young woman.

b. Temporary Closure of Public Footpath 10.136/1 Ahead of Development
An application was received for a temporary closure and diversion of 6 months of the footpath leading from Little Otterington through Peggy’s field. 
The Councillors considered the application and raised a few points which were unclear and need further clarification, one point including a pumping station, which is not in the approved plans. 

The Parish Council objected to the application based on the information at the time. More clarification is needed and the Clerk will send a formal letter of objection.

c. Parish Council to Consider Adopting a .gov Email Domain 
The Parish Council has recently received communication from Gov.helper which is helping Parish Councils switch to a .gov domain. The Parish Council discussed the idea and decided that it is not a priority at the moment. It may be considered in the future. 
Miscellaneous Correspondence for noting - None
Planning Matters – New Planning Applications

a. Variation of conditions attached to Application Reference Number: 21/01006/FUL -Alteration and extensions to existing dwelling and the change of use of a parcel of land from agriculture to residential. School House, Maunby, Thirsk. ZB24/00233/MRC
The application involved altering the layout of the upper floor and the Parish Council do not have any objections or comments.

Clerk to reply to NYC.
Planning Matters – Granted

a. The siting of a single garage to the rear garden of the property. Adjacent to Raine House, Maunby, Thirsk. Ref: ZB23/02363/FUL

Planning Matters – Refused - None

Planning Matters arising from previous minutes - None

Financial Matters

 Money in bank as of 01/02/2024- £17,100.62                                               

a. Payment of accounts 
Cheques to pay:

Acorn Lighting Services Ltd            £612.00

(Relocating Newby Wiske Defibrillator in March/April 2023)

The Parish Council approved the expense as the PC has already received a grant of £510 from NYC Locality budget. 

b. Money received

£500 Grant from NYC for Newby Wiske Water Pump Repair

Clerk to chase up quote. 
c. Quotes for Approval
Walkers Grass Cutting
14 – 15 Cuts Per Year

South Otterington & Maunby Cost Per Cut £63.60 (including VAT)

Newby Wiske Cost Per Cut £42.00 (including VAT)

(Current price S.OTT & M £60 NW £39.60 including VAT)

The Parish Council approved the small increase of cost per cut. Clerk to reply to Walkers.
d. Appointing an Internal Auditor
The Clerk has appointed the same auditor as last year, Ian Smithson. There is no increase in his fee which is £120.

The Parish Council approved. 
Any Other Business Requiring Urgent Consideration

a. Sewerage at Riverside Farm, Newby Wiske

The Parish Council was made aware of a leak of sewerage at Riverside Farm. The problem appears to be the caused by a switched off pump. The Environment Agency have been involved and it is hoped the situation will soon be resolved. 

b. Application to Build Two Dwellings on ‘The Avenue’ South Otterington
The Chairman attended the site visit where the boundaries of the dwellings raised questions of access to a middle section, which was left with no means of direct access. This appears to be an oversight from the builders. Four trees will be planted to replace the tree that was wrongly felled.

c. PGL Update – Ross Hocking
The first guests of the season have arrived. Numbers remain low until mid-April. PGL have welcomed 26 seasonal staff back from last season, which is easier for them as they are already familiar with the site. 
d. PGL Noise Management Plan 2024 (NMP)
Ross had kindly sent the NMP to the Parish Council to view when it was released. The Council failed to do this. The NMP had deleted things that no longer apply such as the riffle range, use of quad bikes and archery. (archery is done inside)
The Chairman encouraged residents to view the documents that were updated on the portal, he reminded residents that they can send objections to the Parish Council Clerk to send to NYC should they be unable to do it themselves. 
The Chairman allowed members of the public to address Ross directly, they had many issues with the NMP and raised questions including; Has PGL got planning consent for ‘day trips?’, How is the noise managed and measured and can we see the results of any such monitoring? Can we have access to the number of complaints PGL have received?
Ross did his best to answer the questions satisfactory but could not provide answers for all the points raised.  

The three main areas of concern raised by residents of Newby Wiske and the Parish Council are:

The introduction of day trips 
Day trips are advertised on the PGL Newby Wiske website and are available 9am – 5pm where children will arrive by independent travel.  Residents are concerned whether PGL have planning consent for such activities and the increase of traffic during drop off and pick up times. 
The removal of timings for outdoor activities
PGL wish to offer more flexibility to guests and the proposed removal of timings of use of outdoor activities will mean the village will get very little peace from constant screaming and shouting from both staff and the guests. The old NMP restricted use of the outdoor sports area to 7 events (each lasting 2 hours) per week Monday to Saturday, with no use on a Sunday unless prior notice is given to the Council. (PGL anticipated it would need to use the pitch on Sundays approximately 5 times a year.) The new NMP simply specifies usage is 09:00-17:30 and 19:00-21:00 May to August, and 09:00-17:30 September to November and February April. This is a significant increase in usage and is in no way compatible with the planning conditions or the council’s own development policy (DP1 Protecting Amenity.) Again, this fails to provide improved protection for amenity. The previous limit was 14 hours per WEEK. It now says it can be in use 10.5 hours per DAY.  

Traffic flow management

Traffic remains a problem for the village as coach drivers continue to ignore PGL’s instructions on site entry and exit. Villagers have had a few abusive confrontations with mainly coach drivers as they challenge their actions. The barrier on site at the entrance is causing issues as it appears to be too close to the entrance, this prevents coaches parking on site while they wait to be signed in. The coaches then have to find a suitable place to park until they can gain access. The villagers had a few suggestions how they would like this improving. Their ideas included moving the barrier further back onsite or appointing a person to direct the coaches to exit and turn left.
One resident spoke about the sale of the Newby Hall, Police Headquarters and wished his words to be included in the minutes stating “The planning authority of HDC are doing very little and it seems like we are ignored, if it were a building site something would be done. We are stuck with it now (PGL) the building was sold and there is nothing we can do now”
The Parish Council thank Ross for attending the meeting. 

The Parish Council supports the residents of Newby Wiske and recognize they have serious concerns which affect their lives on a daily basis. The Parish Council object to the Noise Management Plan. Clerk to send a letter of objection.
e. NYC Cllr Annabel Wilkinson Update- None provided. 
Next meeting to be held Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 7.00 pm at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG

Chairman Signature………………………………. Date………………………..
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