
Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 20th March 2024 at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG 

Present: Councillors: E. Branson-Burke (Chairman), C. Cook (Vice Chairman) C. Newton, D. Gillson, H. Ellis, K. Murray and North Yorkshire Councillor A. Wilkinson.

Clerk: D. Robson-Booth. Four members of the public
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	Apologies: S. Bennett, and M. Stokes

Minutes of Last Meeting
Approval of minutes of last meeting on 21/02/24 by D. Gillson and H. Ellis. 

Matters arising from previous minutes

a. Maintenance of Parish Trees
There is some confusion about the quote and the invoice listing work that has been done and paid for. C. Newton can provide further clarity about this. The Councillors are unsure about the trees and type of tree that are cared for by the Parish Council. The Chairman suggested creating a map on Parish Online to show the Parish trees location and species. 

b. Quote for Restoring Newby Wiske Water Pump
The Chairman will phone the joiner to chase up our quote. The Parish Council has been waiting since Halloween to receive a quote and the water pump requires urgent attention.  
Correspondence for consideration

a. Parish Council Police report
No police report received for February.
b. St Andrews Church Request to Dig Church Green to Lay Mains Water and Sewerage Pipes.
There seems to be some confusion about the routes the pipes will take across the green.

Clerk to seek clarification from the church. 
Miscellaneous Correspondence for noting - None
Planning Matters – New Planning Applications

a. Full planning for the demolition of existing buildings and the construction of 14no dwellings and associated works. (Amended details received 17.01.24 and 15.02.24) J Parlour And Son, South Otterington, Northallerton North Yorkshire. Ref: ZB23/00978/FUL
The Parish Council do not have any objections to the application but they support the points raised by the Environmental Agency, Yorkshire Water and the Flooding Agency.

Clerk to reply to NYC.

b. Change of use of land to allow 60 touring caravans to be sited on land adjacent to the southern boundary of existing caravan park. Otterington Caravan Park, South Otterington, Northallerton. ZB24/00215/FUL
The Parish Council object to the application and support comments from the community. The main points are stated below. 

· The village does not have any infrastructure in place. The bus service is very minimal with the bus service offering a dismal service. The nearest bus stop and only pub within walking distance to the caravan site is a good walk on a national speed limit road without a proper safe footpath.

· The lack of a foot path is a major concern as the caravan site attracts dog owners who need to walk their dog. The proposed location of the caravans utilises the field currently allocated and used by dog walkers. The road from South Otterington to Thornton-le-Moor has the national speed limit, the road is unlit and narrows in places, bends in the road can limit the visibility to see walkers on the road. The road is subject to flooding. This is not a safe road especially at twilight and nighttime.  

· The increase of traffic (especially when towing a caravan) will find passing HGV and agricultural vehicles difficult and more challenging to impossible, where the road narrows. These types of vehicles regularly use this road. The amount of traffic will increase dramatically in the village when you consider the 42 dwellings approved at Peggy’s field and more small-scale developments, the opening of PGL at Newby Wiske has also had an impact on the amount of traffic travelling on this road and through South Otterington and Newby Wiske.  

· The caravans will be located in a field underneath overhead live electrical cables, this is certainly a health and safety matter. Electricity can ‘jump’.

· There is also concern about the additional noise and light pollution that this volume of caravans will produce.  We are fortunate to live in a dark sky area and do not want anything to jeopardise that. Likewise in sunnier weather the glare will bouncy off the caravans and be equally problematic. 

· The road between South Otterington and the caravan park is subject to flooding resulting in the road becoming unpassable. 

· The Parish Council would like to the application include plans to include electric car charging points.

c. Work to trees in a Conservation area. Cobblestones, Newby Wiske, Northallerton. ZB24/00293/CAT
The Parish Council do not have any objections or comments. 

Clerk to reply to NYC.

d. Provision of means of access to include amending the gradient of the existing external path, formation of raised platform to the front of the south porch and raised the finished floor levels of this porch, internal re-ordering works (lowering of existing pew platform following removal of pews in rear Neve) and provision of new WC and kitchenette facilities. St Andrews, South Otterington, Northallerton DL7 9HD. ZB24/00318/FUL
The Parish Council support the application to improve facilities for the church.

Clerk to reply to NYC.
Planning Matters – Granted - None
Planning Matters – Refused - None
Planning Matters arising from previous minutes - None

Financial Matters

 Money in bank as of 01/03/2024- £16,779.88                                               

a. Payment of accounts 

Cheques to pay:

HMRC PAYE                                       £46.20

Clerk Salary & Expenses                     £540.15

(including £18 Giffgaff for parish mobile phone, £6 each month Jan, Feb and March)

YLCA Training for Chairman               £25.00

(Neighbourhood Planning and Design Code Process on Wednesday 6th March)

The Parish Council approved expenses. The Chairman gave feedback about the training course he attended.

b. Money received - None
Any Other Business requiring urgent consideration

a. Update from NYC Council Annabel Wilkinson 
Around eight members of the Parish Council and representatives from the community are invited to a meeting with the planning department at Stone Cross. Time and date to be confirmed.

Clerk to liaise and confirm a date. 

b. Communication with PGL – Ross Hocking
Ross gave feedback from some of the points raised from residents at the last meeting.

· A resident’s suggestion to use temporary cones and barriers to stop coaches parking up in the village was rejected by PGL’s H&S adviser. Ross has spent time talking to coach drivers and issuing the map by hand. He followed up by quizzing the drivers to ensure they have understood the correct procedure. Ross has briefed staff to be more vigilant about parked coaches.
· PGL’s staff have been briefed not to encourage chanting while doing activities with the guests.
· PGL’s meet and greet team are reinstating the procedure and are keeping an eye on people coming on site. They are ensuring the waste collection is not arriving early. 
PGL are seeking to amend the Noise Management Plan (NMP) to remove day trips and non-residential visitors, this is yet to be confirmed.
Ross has requested a decibel metre reader to enable PGL to monitor the noise level, they are optimistic that they find a long-term solution.

PGL have around 120 – 200 guests on site, they are quiet in terms of capacity for the next three weeks. They run a different activity programme over the school holidays. 

The Chairman was concerned that PGL were planning ‘Fun Days’ running a few days a year. These will be all day events of knock out torments. These could fall under the umbrella of non-residential. The noise will be unbearable for residents and the use of Lazers and lighting as it suggests the event would run after dark. This is an interruption of the proposed NMP.
Ross confirmed the number of complaints PGL has received is:

5 – received by email to the newbywiske.localenquires@pgl.co.uk 
7 – from Council visits followed up by paperwork

2 – from Environmental Agency followed up by paperwork

5-10 contacting the office and speaking to staff. 

c. Blocked Drain on South Otterington side of Newby Wiske Bridge
The Clerk has previously reported this matter to Highways however, no action seems to have been taken.

Clerk to report to Highways.

d. Planning
The Parish Council had a lengthy discussion about planning and the upcoming meeting with the planning department.  

Next meeting to be held Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 7.00 pm at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG

Chairman Signature………………………………. Date………………………..
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