Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th February 2021 

Present: Councillors: I. Glover (Chairman), K. Bowe (Vice Chairman), C. Newton, V. Gillson, K. Johnston, M. Harland, T. Brett, A. Shore, District Councillor B. Phillips and County Councillor B. Baker.
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	Apologies: Councillor Phillips was absent for part of the meeting.

Minutes of Last Meeting
Approval of minutes of last meeting on 21/01/2021 by K. Bowe and K. Johnston.

Matters arising from previous minutes

a. AJ1 Traffic Safety Scheme (update)

Celia gave a brief update to councillors on the latest progress on the scheme. 

· They are currently working with highways over the speed limit and the children’s signs outside the school. 

· It is still anticipated that the Mobile Activated Vehicle Speed signs will be installed in March/April time as previously anticipated. It all depends on when we receive the signs and when we can coordinate installation and training. 

· An additional sign will be located outside Walkers Garage. To clarify signs will be sited in South Otterington outside Parlours, outside Walkers, outside Peggy’s old house and in Newby Wiske outside Merryn. 

· The living wall is planned for installation on 22nd March.

· The funding has been received and is in the Parish Council bank account. 

Going forward the road safety committee need the Parish Councils confirmation of commitment to the scheme on the following: 

· The Parish Council will include the VAS signs and the living wall on their insurance.

· The Parish Council is prepared to adopt and maintain the VAS signs once they are installed.

· The VAS location will become a monthly agenda item and the Parish Council will take responsibility for moving them. (Highways suggest every 6-8 weeks but some parishes move them more or less frequent. Providing the location is temporary it will be whatever suits our needs)

The Parish Council have indeed agreed to meet and commit to these three points.  

Celia and Councillor Bob Baker wanted it recording that the lady they dealt with regarding the funding towards the scheme “Louise Marwood” was very good to work with, helpful, informative and efficient. Celia asked that her comments and thanks be relayed back to her if at all possible.

b. Grit Bin for Maunby

Keith Bowe has emailed Highways to request another grit bin. He is waiting for a response. Councillor Baker advised it should be in place for next winter but the parish will have to pay for it. This matter is ongoing.

c. Maunby village Green Sign

Unfortunately, during this last month Keith Bowe did not have time to fix the sign. He is planning to do it this month. 

d. Hole Appeared on Maunby Village Green (collapsed drain)

The hole is still there and is deteriorating in the wet weather. It probably can’t be fixed properly until the weather dry’s it out. Highways are monitoring the hole regularly. Keith had previously put his own signs around the hole that have now gone missing. It was believed that Highways had taken them however it is more likely Northern Gas took them. Keith has been reassured that they will be returned.  

e. Public Attending Virtual Parish Meeting

This is the first virtual meeting where the public have attended. It seemed to work well. To avoid confusion only two members of the public are permitted however this could change at the chairman’s discretion. Priority will be given to people who have concerns. Going forward it will be stated on the agenda anyone wishing to attend should contact the Chairman or Vice Chair stating the reason for attending and providing their email address. 

Correspondence for consideration

a. Parish Council Police Report

The report came in this afternoon and nobody had chance to look at it. Iain to circulate to the rest of the councillors.  

b. Email from resident regarding footpath between South Otterington and Thornton-le-Moor

A chance meeting between K. Bowe and a resident from Thornton le Moor has sparked interest of this footpath being reinstated. An email was sent to 16 local residents and there is support for it to go ahead. Apparently, there was a footpath in the past and there has being past efforts to bring it back. Previously it failed to be reinstated due to major concerns for road safety while walkers cross the railway bridge. A new bridge has since been erected which is even narrower now and this could still be an issue. 

The footpath would be on left hand side heading into TLM and on the right-hand side heading into SO.

Councillor Baker is optimistic that it could happen but will take time. He has already passed on the comments from residents to Highways and is waiting for a reply.  

It is worth noting that during these lockdowns caused by the pandemic there are a lot more walkers about.   

c. Recruitment of new Parish Councillor to represent Maunby

The role was advertised as advised by HDC. Unfortunately, nobody has shown any interest. Ken has done his best to promote the position. This is ongoing.

Miscellaneous Correspondence for noting –

a. Application for removal of 240m of hedgerow. Home Farm, Newby Wiske, DL7 9HB. (OS grid ref: Min East: 436836 Min North: 487426) Mr P Richardson. 
Planning will decide.

Planning Matters – New Planning Applications

a.  Single Storey extension to rear of dwelling to reconfigure kitchen and form breakfast/family area. Removal of branch from nearby Ash tree (T7) The Jays, 3 Parklands, Newby Wiske. Mr and Mrs C Bennett. Ref:21/00150/FUL
Both neighbours are in support of the application. Clerk to reply to planning expressing no objections. 

b. Extension to an existing building to form additional cold store and formation of a loading bay. Newby Wiske Foods Ltd Marylands Newby Wiske. Mr D Manning Ref:21/00174/FUL
Neighbours are supportive of the extension as it will block wagons out from their view however there is concern that the extension will create extra traffic to and from the site. Clerk to respond to planning expressing concerns over traffic.

c. Shepherds Purse Cheeses Ltd application for the grant of a premises licence to enable the company to sell alcohol as part of gift boxes to be consumed in private homes once purchased.   

Councillors are supportive of this application. Iain commented that it was nice to see them doing well.

Planning Matters – Granted 
a. Single Storey Extension to Garage to incorporate space for office and gym area link flat roof from existing main house. Rock Cottage, South Otterington DL7 9HG. Mr and Mrs Hanson. Ref:20/02765/FUL

b. Ash T1- reduce off building up to 2m for clearance to avoid damage to dwellings following proper pruning techniques no wound larger than 50mm in diameter, remove deadwood major braches. Land North of Mayfield and East of Orchard House, South Otterington. Searight. 

Planning Matters – Refused

a. Appeal Ref: APP/G2713/W/20/3259743 Mill Farm, Station Road, South Otterington DL7 9JA. The development proposed is the erection of three bungalows. The application Ref 20/01031/OUT, dated 22 May 2020, was refused by notice dated 4 August 2020. 

The application was discussed agmost the councillors and the main reason for refusal is the site is not considered a suitable location and representation of the rest of the village.  

Planning Matters arising from previous minutes – 

a. Buck Inn, Maunby to become a Community Asset

Ken enquired if there were any updates. Councillor Phillips advised that HDC had decided to go to an independent assessment.
Financial Matters

Money in bank as of   31/01/2021   £10,915.74                                       

a. Payment of accounts 

Clerk salary (February)                                                                                 £100.40

Quotes

a. Quotes for Church green, South Otterington (two received)

Quote one: to supply grass, crete block for 130m £1241.50 plus VAT

Quote two: to dig out 250m, replace with hardcore £3850

The crete requires specialist disposal. These quotes do not include other materials such as sand, grass seed etc. There is £223 left of the community levy which could go towards these costs.

The councillors discussed the quotes weighing up which would be the best option. As it stands there are not enough funds in the bank to redo the whole green before April when the precept is received. They decided to initially do the part of the green where the living wall will be sited. Then when budget allows complete the rest of the area. This will allow Keith to get a couple more quotes. 

b. Quote for Grass cutting village greens 

CE & CM Walker Ltd for approximate 14 – 16 cuts.

Maunby £44 per cut plus VAT

South Otterington £44 per cut plus VAT

Newby Wiske £28 per cut plus VAT

c. Quote for pruning trees in Newby Wiske 

£810 (inc VAT)

Keith enquired if the Parish will get more infrastructure levy this year and is waiting for a reply from Stone Cross. 

b. Money received -None

Any Other Business requiring urgent consideration

a. Local Government Reorganisation

A proposal that outlined how a unitary council for North Yorkshire could look is being considered. This comprises of two unitary councils East and West. The East comprises Ryedale, Scarborough, Selby districts and the current unitary of York and the West comprising Craven, Hambleton, Harrogate and Richmondshire districts. 

Hambleton District Council does not support this proposal believing that the current system works.

Responses must be made as a Parish Council and not as members of the public. The councillor’s felt that they could have their say however the decision has more than likely being made already.  They are expecting a letter announcing the start date.

b. Request to temporary site a skip on parish land around 8th and 9th March 2021 (approx.)

Eleanor Reed from Newby Cottage, Newby Wiske has contacted Celia to see whether she is able to site a skip outside her house on parish land or if she has to get a licence to put it on the road. The councillors discussed the request and decided to allow the skip on parish land with the understanding that Eleanor will be billed for any damage or repairs caused to the green as a result. Iain would like the request by email so the clerk can reply stating the councillor’s wishes. 

c. Microsoft Teams

Iain informed everyone Microsoft Teams that we have been using to conduct the Parish meetings is only free until June 2021 and he thinks there is currently a time limit of an hour per session. He is looking into other possibilities and will discuss in the next meeting. 

d. Celia – Litter Picking

Keith praised Celia and her children for litter picking around Peggy’s field and outside Parlours in South Otterington on Monday and around Newby Wiske today.  

e. Aggressive Behaviour
Keith refers to an incident that happened at the beginning of the month where Ken suffered verbal abuse from a parent whilst doing Parish Council work. Keith advised the other councillors that their work is voluntary and such behaviour is not tolerated. Future abuse should be reported to the Chairman or Vice Chair immediately. 

Next meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th March 2021.

Chairman Signature………………………………. Date………………………..
	    

	
	
	


