Dalton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 2nd October 2025
Apologies for absence:
D. Sladden, J Robinson
Councillors Present:
K. Croft (Chairman), Cllr D. Spence, R. Balderston, C. Parker-Eland
Clerk: D. Pearson-Briggs
Members of the public:  3
Meeting recordings
Chairman Councillor Croft announced to all that the meeting will be audio recorded as a matter of record.
Minutes from the last meeting.
Minutes can be found at https://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/dalton-parish-council
Matters Arising:
Playing/Recreation and Football Field
Awaiting the latest RoSPA report. Re Handyman, this was put in the recent Dalton Digest. No responses yet. We may have to look at a professional set up for maintenance, but this will be pricey. The train will need removing as it is beyond help. We believe the ivy has been cut back on the trees by the village hall. 
Public Lighting
Nothing to report.
Highway Matters
Railway bridge, some work has been done on the drains recently. We’ve had some good rain lately and it did collect under the bridge, but it did disperse quicker than it has in the past. We’ve had nothing back from Rail Track regarding our worries about the state on the brickwork. The clerk will contact them again. They are digging up Dalton Lane again, it’s only just been patched up. The clerk has contacted Highways and expressed concern that this is happening again. It was Highways that did the original work and now the action is from Quickline. Permission must come from Highways for any works carried out. We understand that when roads are patched/resurfaced that there is a period set aside (1 or 2 years we believe) where no other intrusive works can be carried out. The clerk will contact Highways to confirm this. 
Village Beck
Starting to fill again. Cllr Spence will organise BR Rymer to do the back side for us. 
Bulbs for Dalton in bloom
Bulbs have been purchased. The Clerk will contact Richard to see if he wants some volunteers for planting. Cllr Spence added that SGS maybe cutting the Daffodils around the village a little too soon. We have seen a drop off in numbers over the last few years. 
Picnic Benches
These have been purchased and installed. 
Ramp(s) at the village hall
Eleonor has forwarded the quote for the work to be carried out at both the front and rear entrances. DPC are happy to contribute 50% of the final bill. 
Planning Applications
We’ve had no applications in since our last meeting.
Treasurers Report
Invoices in;
Benches - £544.00
SGS - Total £1938.60
No payments in; Zero
The precept will be kept at £9,500 for the third year. 
We are spending more than we are getting in now and have been for a couple of years. 
Reclaiming of VAT has begun. 
Clerk’s Report
We have been contacted by Simon Walburn, who is the Chairman of Sessay Parish Council. Re the proposed 1000-acre (just over 1.5 square miles) solar farm proposal that has dropped into letter boxes throughout the village. There is already a solar farm just off Blind Piece Lane. We don’t receive any payments from this as it’s outside our jurisdiction. But this is the area that has been proposed for the new solar farm. After checking the maps, none of the new farm will be within our jurisdiction.  Mr Walburn also informed us that the number 30 bus (York to Thirsk) is under new ownership. This bus comes up the A19 and turns left at the Bagby Lane junction, then goes right into Sowerby and Thirsk. Sessay PC have asked the new owners if the bus could be rerouted to turn left into Hutton Sessay, then Sessary and onto Dalton, Sowerby and Thirsk. Picking up more revenue for them and giving us an hourly service to York and Thirsk. I have also sent a request for this to the new owners and will await their response. Steve Speck (not present) has contacted regarding the ANPR cameras that have been discussed before. There are grants available to be put towards the cost of these cameras. We would need three, one on each of the entrances into the village. We will contact Steve for more info. 
Chairman’s Report
We’ve had a reply from Highways regarding the Moor and Pheasant sign. Highways are responsible for and gave permission for the sign to be erected, but unless it’s a safety hazard they will not request its removal. Regarding who owns the land, both there and elsewhere around the village. The clerk will contact land registry to find out. 
Any Other Business
Puddle outside the village hall. Nick Fletcher (present) will be drilling out the drainage holes, this will help. 
NYC portal address is https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/ this is very useful for reporting issues and requesting problems.
Closed Meeting at 20:35
Date of the Next Meetings
13th November and 18th December
