Dalton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 21st August 2025
Apologies for absence:
Cllr D. Sladden, R. Balderston, C. Parker-Eland.
Councillors Present:
K. Croft (Chairman), J Robinson, Cllr D. Spence.
Clerk: D. Pearson-Briggs
Members of the public:  6
Meeting recordings
Chairman Councillor Croft announced to all that the meeting will be audio recorded as a matter of record.
Minutes from the last meeting.
Minutes can be found at https://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/dalton-parish-council
Matters Arising:
Playing/Recreation and Football Field
John and Chris have reviewed the play equipment, fencing and seating. A report has been emailed us all. There are some things we need to carry out, but nothing is urgently required. Thank you to John and Chris for preparing this. RoSpa have been in Contact regarding their next inspection, which will be in September. Eleonor has sourced some picnic benches, Mr Fletcher (present) will organise these and DPC will refund him the cost. Regarding the requirement for a handyman that was raised a few meetings ago. We did get some names suggested to us a while back, but we are not sure if these are still viable. Mr Fletch will ask for this advert to be added to the Dalton Digest. The grass cutting project at the football field is ongoing.
Public Lighting
Nothing to report.
Highway Matters
There was a machine for clearing the gutters there recently. We have had a spillage of straw that has been pushed to the sides. This will work its way into the drain with a bit of rain. We need to monitor this. Highways and Railtrack are monitoring the flooding at the bridge. The white lines near Brockhills entrance have not been repainted since the road surface patching was carried out. Karen Ward (present) raised the state of the curb side near Brockhills, this has a large build-up of mud and will probably get worse when the building of the new houses gets underway. The dog waste bin at Brockhills corner is overflowing and needs emptying. The Clerk will contact Highways and Railtrack with these issues. Karen had emailed to ask who is responsible for cutting the trees and hedges from Brockhills corner to DMTS? DMTS have been cutting a load of the trees back themselves. They have been requested to stop this as they were encroaching other people land. These are things that John Boddy got on and did himself for many years, and now that he is no longer with us, these things are cropping up. The Clerk will enquire as who is responsible. 
Village Beck
Joe Lofthouse and Richard Hudson suggested (for the last meeting) that the first thing to do is to clean all the bank sides leaving the roses to see what we must work with. Ken asked SGS to do this for us. This has been done. There is a question of who’s responsibility the beck side is. We will contact Broadacres before checking with land registry. 
Picnic Benches
Will be purchased and installed.
Planning Applications
We’ve had one since the last meeting. Application to demolish existing garage and build a new one with home office addition to the rear - 3 Brookside. No Objections.
Treasurers Report
Invoices in; 3
BR Rymer verge cutting - £288
Defib pads - £76.99
SGS two invoices in - Total £1146.60

No payments in; Zero

The letter regarding next financial years Precept has been received. The form to fill in will follow. 

Clerk’s Report
Public liability insurance notice will be placed on the notice board at the village hall. 
A Press release has been received from a Gillian Taylor, who works for the Chief Constable of North Yorkshire saying that the Chief Constable wants average and fixed speed cameras installed throughout the county. 

Chairman’s Report
The metal seat opposite the entrance to Sandholmes Farm is showing signs of rusting. Hammerite has been applied now. Mrs Smith at Wathdene contacted the chairman regarding the beck by her property (this is one that John Boddy used to clear out for her). This required a chipper to remove the self-seeding plants, this has been done. The area will now be monitored. Following a call to HDC we have had a reply regarding the public house signage for the Moor and Pheasant. The lady who lives near the sign contacted the chairman, as people are, for some reason, Knocking on her door at night. She has requested that this be removed, especially as the Moor has not traded for several years now. HDC has stated that the sign, if it’s not causing a danger, is not their responsibility. They suggested a land registry search to find the landowner. The chairman will contact the people living at the Moor to see what can be done. In the meantime, the clerk will investigate who really is responsible as we have always been led to believe the Highways have responsibility from hedge to hedge. HDC believe that the Moor closed early summer 2024! We know the Moor stopped trading before/during the first lockdown. We are not sure why HDC believe that, as planning for ‘change of use’ has been in place for a long time now. The clerk will ascertain when the Moor was delicenced. 

Any Other Business
None
NYC portal address is https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/ this is very useful for reporting issues and requesting problems.
Closed Meeting at 20:46
Date of the Next Meetings
2nd October and 13th November
