Dalton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 5th March 2026
Apologies for absence: C. Parker-Eland
Councillors Present: K. Croft (Chairman), Cllr D. Spence, R. Balderston, J. Robinson, D. Sladden
Clerk: D. Pearson-Briggs
Members of the public:  7
Meeting recordings
Chairman Councillor Croft announced to all that the meeting will be audio recorded as a matter of record.
Minutes from the last meeting.
Minutes can be found at https://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/dalton-parish-council
Matters Arising:
Playing/Recreation and Football Field
Due not the weather nothing has been done so far. We’re getting closer to finding a handyman. A notice will be put in the next Dalton Digest. John added that there are two pieces of equipment that needed some new parts from manufacturers. He’s been in touch with the manufacturers recently. The big U-shaped upside-down bar. that swing pivots, it's got spring in it. They said they should have rubber dampers in the spring. We can get these for £27 plus vat. These will come with installation instructions. The other one was the cable way, where they were talking about needing some finger guards. He’s been in touch with the company, just waiting for them to get back to me. The Chairman added that we’ve had these for a lot of years now. And had spent around £20000 for them in the first place. Should we be looking at new for old if this starts costing us too much money to maintain. We could get an idea of costings. Nick Fletcher (present) will be removing the wooden train. 
Public Lighting
No. 10 on Harriers Croft, nothing has been received to say that it has been done as yet, no others have has been noticed.
Highway Matters
We are lacking correspondence from Highways, we are getting more info from Yorkshire Homes. 
We have the water depth signs on the bridge now. These indicate the dept as if it is at the deepest point. The Chairman has contacted NYCC Chief executives’ office. There is someone jetting the drains out, the Chairman went down to see them. It was a six-man team and we have been informed that it has been jetted out and is clear. The sides of the roar are still full of silt, and this will just get washed back into the drains when it rains again. Railtrack did ask Highways to send a road sweeper down, but they only cleared the road and not the edges. Whilst he was there, he took another look at the walls of the bridge and is still amazed that the bridge has been checked and found to be safe by Railtrack. Cllr Sladden added that he is aware of plans to scoop out all the muck and lay a proper surface down as there is a gap between the road and the walls. The Chairman asked for a works schedule for road clearing to be put in place. Cllr Sladden, will set up a meeting with the Chairman (plus any other councillor, should they be free to attend) Highways and if required Yorkshire Homes. Cllr Spence suggested put a camera in the drain from the village end, as he doesn’t think that has been done. 8 to 10 years ago the pipe was replaced as it had collapsed between the road and the beck. This was replaced and the bridge was fine until recently. With the changes in season the land dries, cracks and then fills with rainwater again and expands, this will damage the drains. The Chairman would like to see the engineers report of the state of the bridge itself. Should we invite Matthew Cook from the internal drainage board to the next meeting. The Swale and Ure Drainage Board are responsible for keeping the water causes in their area free flowing. Amie Hird (present) suggested a FOI request be sent to Network Rail asking fort the structural engineers report from the emergency call out 22/01/26, also requesting the replies to emails from concerned residents over the past year and the inspections and work caried out in the same period so we can see what is happening. The Clerk will set this up. Duncan (present) raised a possible issue with the hard standing that Network Rail have put on the left of the bridge a year or so ago, that is the extra run off from rain and surface water into and under the bridge. Richard Hudson (present) asked if YH will be replacing the original fencing around the site, YH will be planting hedge rows around the site. Cllr Spence questioned Pickerskills engineers report, they missed how close to a water pipe they would be going, Yorkshire Water had to get them to move across from it. This caused a delay. Overall, the progress seems to be good as they are working 12 hrs a day for 7 days a week. 
Opposite the bus shelter, as you walk up the hill. Someone said that the Quickline tarmac has cracked open and the pavement looks like its sunk in. They took photos and will send them into Streetworks. 
Village Beck
The clerk will request that Broadacres clear the railings along their side of the path as it is overgrowing. The Chairman will contact SGS regarding the other side. 
Dalton in bloom – Allotments and Dalton Open Gardens
Open Gardens – Karen Brockhill presented her plans for the Village in Bloom on the 13th of June 2026. There will be at least 10 gardens that will be open for visitors. These will be dog free, except for guide dogs. The Church and Village Hall will be open with floral displays and refreshments. There will be stalls throughout. A vintage Tractor Display. We will need event Road Signs within 5 miles of Dalton. Nick did say that the village hall buys their own signs for such events. Highways will need to be informed. Public Liability Insurance will be in place. Parking can be available at The Village Hall and if good weather we can open the second field for overflow parking. Karen will give DPC full details of the stalls etc and then we can check our insurance to see if DPC can cover the public liability insurance. 
The wall at the bottom of Chapel Garth has been knocked down. Richard Hudson has contacted Broadacres and Highways regarding this. He has also requested permission from Highways to plant and continue to plant bulbs and place the ‘Keep Off’ signs to protect them. He has also given them a map of areas planted and to be planted so that they can be registered with them, and so be replaced if anyone, through them, carried our work in those areas. They have not responded. He will copy Cllr Sladden. 
Planning Applications
No new planning applications
Treasurers Report
The ramps have been installed at the village hall now. DVH have paid the bill and DPC will pay 50% of the cost. Going forward anything like this will need to be put through DPC to pay the bill so that we can claim the VAT back, as DVH are unable to do so. 
Invoices in;
£4155.00 DVH ramps. Going forward we will ask for the invoices that DPC are contributing to, be issues in DPC’s name so the VAT can be claimed back. And the Village Hall can transfer the difference to DPC. This is instead of the VH having the invoice and paying it. As they are unable to reclaim VAT. 
£2300 for the Clerk and RFO
£41.12 for stamps
£290.70 for grass cutting 
Nick Fletcher added that DPC used to contribute to the printing of the Dalton Digest and contribute to the VH lighting. This has been missed for a while. The clerk believes DPC gave £200 to the VH for these. He will check and let Nick know.
Payments in;
£312.61 for the Urban Highway Grass Cutting.
Reclaiming VAT is ongoing.
Clerk’s Report
It’s very frustrating that we only get ‘thank you for your email’ messages from highways, Network rail etc. But we will keep going at them. 
Chairman’s Report
We need to keep pushing and pushing for the railway bridge to be sorted between Network Raul and Highways. Dalton Parish Council own this land here that the VH is on together with the playing field, DPC own that field up the road that Dalton FC use. The purchase of this land and current upkeep to get the pitch to FA registered standard has cost over £90,000 so far. DPC is run as a business with funds in reserve to hopefully cover every eventuality and support the VH. Which is hard to do on £9500 per year from NYCC (precept payment). We have hard working Councillors and Clerk, the funds we get are used to maintain the look of the village, play equipment, benches, bins etc. A lot of complaints and insults have been levelled at DPC since the road closure was announced. DPC only finds out about things, such as the road closure, at the same time as everyone else. If these people know of an equivalent parish council that's done what this parish council's done over years, let us know, please. It just knocks me back; we do what we can to keep this village going with the funds we have. We don’t want a pat on the back for a job well done. We just want people to understand what we do and how we do it. But when people go out of their way to rubbish DPC, it is annoying. The best way to see what is going on is to come to the meetings and not just wait for a once in a blue moon issue to hit. Where are they tonight?
DP councillors don’t, take expenses for what they do on a day-to-day basis for DPC. They are entitled to do so, but don’t. 
One more thing, Terresa, who does our accounts for us. We did start to buy her flowers as a thank you, but we are sorry this has fallen by the wayside. Her help is greatly appreciated, and we will make amends for this lapse. 
Any Other Business
The millstones at the entrance to the village have had bulbs planted so they will look colourful soon. DPC asked Nick to get another bin for the field. The cost is £270. Nick has put down a concrete base for this and will let us have the invoice. Along the side of the new ramp at the front of the VH is about 600mm wide. Can this be planted at all?  We’ll look at doing this. Also, Nick will let us know which week DVH is on the donation board at Tesco so we can help with voting. Karen (present)The bridle path by Harriers Croft is a real mess now. Can this be upgraded and who is responsible for this? Footpaths/Public Rights of Way at NYCC are responsible for this stretch of path. It would cost a lot of money to upgrade this. We can ask but feel that as it’s just a bridle path, there would be limited funds available. We understand why it’s being used now.  We did look at added a staggered fence at one end, but this was rejected as we could only do this at the Harriers Croft end. Highways have offered to put ion concrete bollards; this was put on hold whilst we work with the 10-week road closure. Cllr Sladden added that proper signage is going to be put up to indicate the correct usage of the bridal path. People who have property down the path have access but otherwise it is a bridle path. We could take the flat roller down a few times. We want this path to be safe for the official users, dog walkers, horse riders etc.  
NYC portal address is https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/ this is very useful for reporting issues and requesting problems.
You can find all minutes once they are signed as true and correct after our next meeting on Dalton Parish Council - Datasets - Data North Yorkshire
Closed Meeting at 21:00
Date of the Next Meetings
16th April 26 and 28th May 26

Signed

Chairman…………………………………………….

Clerk…………………………………………………..

