Dalton Parish Council Meeting Minutes 10th April 2025
 Apologies for absence:
C. Parker-Eland
Councillors Present:
K. Croft (Chairman), D. Spence, J Robinson, R. Balderston, Cllr D. Sladden 
Clerk: D. Pearson-Briggs
Members of the public:  8
Meeting recordings
Chairman Councillor Croft announced to all that the meeting will be audio recorded as a matter of record.
The passing of John Boddy
A minute’s silence was held for John. A man held in high regard, John was a Dalton man through and through and spent many years as a prominent, and very active member of the Parish Council. He would do anything to help anyone and will be sadly missed. Our thoughts are with his family. 
Minutes from the last meeting.
Minutes can be found at https://hub.datanorthyorkshire.org/dataset/dalton-parish-council
Matters Arising:
Playing/Recreation and Football Field
The ground works paperwork has been signed/authorised and will be going ahead. A works schedule is in place. John and Chris will go through the RoSpa report and put together a schedule for the work that is required. A few names have been given to us of people who could help us out with various tasks that are required in and around the village. These will be followed up. 
Public Lighting
Nothing to report
Highway Matters (railway bridge)
We have received nothing back from Highways following our concerns regarding the current state of the bridge. Three weeks ago, the drains were supposedly cleaned out. We have not had any rain for two weeks now and under the bridge is still flooded at the sides. Councillor Sladden has also been pushing and understands the ball is in Network Rails court at this point. He will chase Highways and get them to push Network Rail. There are currently 5 scheduled works from Highways planned in for Dalton. No concrete dates as yet, Just that they say these will happen between 1st April and 31st October. Councillor Spence raised the point that the drains for the new houses by the garage would run down chapel row to the beck. His concern is that we would be hit twice with road works. The patching and drains. Councillor Sladdden will highlight this with Streetworks to see if these could be planned together. The road sweeper has been through the village and the roads are looking better. Any issues with highways can be reported through the following portal https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/ 
Village Beck
The green water issue has not happened again for a couple of months. Mr Fletcher (present) will contact Yorkshire Water if it happens again. The roses along Chapel Garth have been cut back. 
Picnic Benches
This is with Eleonor.
Planning Applications
Only one has come through since our last meeting, and that was to confirm that the application for the 21 houses by the garage has been granted. We understand that this application has been altered to increase the number bedrooms, but not the number of houses. The affordable properties remain unchanged. 
Treasurers Report
Invoices in.
None
No payments in.
None
The accounts are being collated and will be presented for auditing soon. 
Councillor Balderston raised an issue with our bank. That they are now charging a monthly fee for our account. The clerk will look into the Coop Bank, as they don’t charge. Not a lot of banks are willing to take on small groups like Parish Councils.
Clerk’s Report
Received a letter asking who should be contacted about the rubbish that has accumulated on the roadsides around the village. This, and many other things, can be reported using North Yorkshire Council’s portal https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/ . A lot of rubbish has been cleared by Joe Lofthouse (present) from the Railway Bridge to Thirsk. A big thank you for this. The Thirsk Wombles have been out recently and clear the roadsides for us. A big thank you to them as well. 
Chairman’s Report
The Chairman will contact SGS regarding the Church Yard and playing field.
Any Other Business
Joe Lofthouse asked if there was any interest in allotments around the village. He is currently vice chairman for a few allotments near Northalleton and as he has moved this way, he would be happy to run any near here. The Chairman added that the new 21 houses by the garage has a small plot set aside for allotments. We can look at this when the building starts. 
Councillor Sladden informed us that a boundary review is underway now. There are 89 divisions across North Yorkshire. Every so many years the boundaries for these are reviewed to ensure that each councillor represents the same number of electors. At the next elections (June 27), it is proposed that the area we are in (Sowerby and Topcliffe) will be broken up and Dishforth and Dalton would be created as part of that change. We can express our opinion if we wish. Councillor Sladden will let us know how we can do this, should we wish to. Karen Ward (present) asked what is happening at Main Site. Mr Fletcher said that they are just clearing the ground to see what they have as it all overgrown. 
Closed Meeting at 20:18
Date of the Next Meetings
22nd May and 3rd July


