Minutes of the Meeting of Thornton–le–Moor with Thornton–le–Street Parish Council held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at The Cricket Club, Thornton-le-Moor, Northallerton, North Yorkshire
Present: Councillors: J. Barker (Chairman) B. Stockdale, R. Barr, J. Pinches, P. Hodgson and Cllr Alyson Baker (NYC Councillor) 
Clerk: D. Robson-Booth
Attended by one member of the public
1. Apologies for Absence - None
1. NYC Councillor Update – By Cllr Alyson Baker
Changes to Postal Vote Renewals
The Election Act 2022 – Statutory changes came into force 31st October 2023. 
· Online absent vote applications (OAVA) – applies to postal votes and some proxies.
· All postal/proxy applications must now undergo an identity check – NINO must be provided.
· If no NINO match found then applicants must provide proof of identity.
· All existing postal voters who applied prior to 2023, to transition into new scheme.
· Approx. 90,000 postal voters in North Yorkshire must re-apply for their postal vote by 31st January 2026 – or their postal vote will be cancelled.
To re-apply
• Postal Voters directed GOV.UK portal to re-apply online 
• simple process 
• MUST upload a picture of signature 
• Paper forms supplied only on request
The library will be open for those without internet.
Funding Available from the Mayor 
Movement, Activity and Sport Fund Improving the health outcomes of residents in our region is fundamental to building healthy and thriving communities. Across the region, 30% of adults are classified as physically inactive – doing less than 30 minutes of moderate activity a week. Healthy residents support healthy economies. 
The mayor has allocated funding to help tackle activity and aid men’s mental health provision; the funding will formally launch in October.
Bicycle Appeal
We have several unaccompanied asylum seekers who require bicycles. If anyone has an adult bicycle or bike maintenance kits or bike pumps they no longer need/ use and would like to donate, can you let Alyson know and she can arrange collection.
Reading Challenge at the Library 
Children across North Yorkshire are being encouraged to explore the great outdoors in this year’s nature-themed Summer Reading Challenge. 
Launching on Saturday, July 12, North Yorkshire libraries will welcome children aged four to 11 to read six library books of their choice over the summer holidays, offering stickers and prizes to encourage children to take part.  
Once completed, they will receive a medal, and free swim vouchers will be provided by Active North Yorkshire. 
This year’s theme is Story Garden – Adventures in Nature and the Great Outdoors, uncovering magical creatures, vibrant plants, and enchanting landscapes brought to life by award-winning illustrator Dapo Adeola. 
Created by The Reading Agency and delivered in partnership with libraries, it encourages children to explore the connection between storytelling and nature.
Visitor Economy
New figures show growth in £4 billion-a-year visitor economy 
The value of North Yorkshire’s visitor economy has been revealed in new figures that have shown that the tourism sector is worth in excess of £4 billion every year with an increasing number of people coming to the county. 
The data has revealed that 32.2 million people came to North Yorkshire in 2024 including both day and overnight visitors, which is an increase of 3.8 per cent on 2023.   
The visitor economy supports more than 38,000 full-time jobs in the county, highlighting the importance that the sector has for North Yorkshire’s economy. 
The analysis will now be used to drive forward a 10-year vision for the county’s visitor economy and help target areas of growth. 
FEAST
FEAST is here this summer holiday, with a fantastic range of activities to keep your children active, fed and having fun during the school holidays. Everyone across North Yorkshire can get involved, with free places and a free meal for children and young people receiving benefits-related free school meals.
If your child is eligible for benefits-related free school meals or is made eligible by exception (see the FEAST FAQs for details), you should have received a voucher from their school. This will enable you to book school holiday activities that are part of the FEAST programme for free, using the online platform HolidayActivities. 
Head over to the FEAST website now to discover all the incredible activities waiting for your child, and learn how to claim your free place. 
FEAST partners with leading holiday playschemes, clubs and activity providers from across North Yorkshire to offer a wide range of activities for kids of all ages from Reception to Year 11.
There is so much to choose from – come and take a look at the fantastic selection of free holiday activities near you. If you need help with transport to these activities, you can request support on our transport form. 
Surgeries 
Alyson is holding two surgeries where the public have the chance to discuss any issues. 
Surgeries 10am until 12 noon
Thirsk Auction Mart 24th July  
Easingwold Galtres Centre 19th September 
Parish Email Addresses
Alyson encouraged the parish councillors to have an email address dedicated to the parish council in case a freedom of information request was made, their personal emails would be separate and not become public knowledge.  
Useful Links
Children’s Mental Well being
The Go-To - Emotional wellbeing and mental health
Safeguarding 
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/beaware/
Report a road issue/fly tipping 
Roads and pavements | North Yorkshire Council
Dementia Bags
Bags can be borrowed from your local library for up to three weeks. Find your local library at www.northyorks.gov.uk/local-libraries.
The Yorkshire Post is accessible free via the library service at https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/download-e-books-e-magazines-and-digital-audiobooks
Stalking Helpline 
The National Stalking Helpline is available on 0808 802 0300) and people can also use a useful online tool at https://www.suzylamplugh.org/am-i-being-stalked-tool. 
If you are in immediate danger, call 999. If it is not safe to speak when you call 999 on your mobile, press 55 this lets the 999 operator know your call is genuine.
If you believe that you are being stalked or harassed report it on 101 or online via www.northyorkshire.police.uk
Housing advice for those suffering domestic abuse can be found on the North Yorkshire Council website at https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/housing-and-homelessness/.
Find out what you can recycle at recyclenow.com
2. Proposed Parish Council Boundary 
The parish council discussed the Boundary Proposal that proposes to change the county divisions. The boundaries are created by starting with York and divided areas outwards, the proposal will mean the Thornton’s will join Thirsk division and become urban and not rural.  
3. Police Report – June
No reported crimes.
4. Approval of Meeting Minutes held on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 
Cllr B. Stockdale and Cllr P. Hodgson approved the minutes as a true record.
5. Matters Arising
The parish council have received an offer through Parish Online offering a free .gov email address for the parish council clerk. The parish council discussed the offer and the chair will investigate. The chair will also create a generic email address that can be passed on and used by each chairman. 
6. Correspondence - None
7. Thornton-le-Street Village Entry Sign
The parish council have decided that this matter is not urgent and will continue to monitor the state of the sign but have no plans to replace it in the near future. 
8. Analysis of the Results of Thornton-le-Moor Recent Speed Check 
The results from the speed check reveal that the traffic is not speeding whilst travelling through the village.
Alyson will check if it is possible to install white village gates at each entrance into the village. Some villages in North Yorkshire already have them.  
9. The Poor State of Thornton-le-Moor Pavements Action & Update
Area2 is aware of the state of the pavements and have advised that there are not enough funds to complete all the repairs. 
10. Endican Lane update 
The footpath is very overgrown and Cllr J. Pinches has logged it on the NYC website.
11. Condition of the PC Laptop
The parish council laptop is not repairable and Cllr B. Stockdale will look for a suitable replacement. The parish council agreed to spend between £300 - £400 and will investigate about getting an office package of word and excel. 
12. Possible Footpaths TLS to TLM and South Kilvington.
A resident from TLS enquired about the possibility of creating a footpath from TLS to Thirsk.
Cllr R. Barr and Cllr B. Stockdale will investigate.  
13. Planning - Appeals
Proposed agricultural workers dwelling & detached single garage. Bells Farm, Thornton-le-Moor, Northallerton. 
Appeal ref: APP/U2750/W/25/3367546
The parish council support the application and don’t understand why it was refused. 

Parish Council Response to the Planning Inspector’s Report on Church Farmhouse (Creation of a replacement workshop (Use Class B2) Church Farmhouse, Thornton-le-Street, Thirsk.  ZB23/01088/FUL NYC appeal Ref: 24/00049/REFUSE, APP/U2750/W/24/3357655)

Cllr R. Barr and Cllr B. Stockdale are drafting a response to NYC.

14. Public Questions
Public questions referred to the newly formed council that replaced the existing district councils including Hambleton. The parish council question whether it is functioning any better than before.
15.  Finance
15. Parish Council Bank Balance as of 03/07/2025 - ££9,159.93
15. Expenses paid
HMRC Clerk PAYE                      £22.00

15. Expenses to pay
Clerks Salary + Expenses         £322.76
YLCA Training                             £18.20

The parish council approved the expenses. 

16.  Date and Time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 30th September 2025 at Thief Hall, Thornton–le–Moor, Northallerton, North Yorkshire 
Signed by Chairman:
Date: 
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