Brafferton Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 16 September 2015

Held at 7.30pm in Helperby Village Hall

Present: Cllr Chris Owens (Chairman), Cllr Mavis Hartley, Cllr Janice Attwood, Cllr Cris Connor, Cllr Barry Connor, Cllr Caroline Patmore (Hambleton DC), Roger Clements (Clerk) plus a member of the public.

1. Apologies

1.1. All cllrs were present.

2. Declarations of Interest

2.1. No declarations were made.

3. Public Forum

3.1. No topics were raised.

4. Minutes of the last meeting, held on 22 July 2015

4.1. The minutes of the meeting were agreed to be a true record and were signed accordingly by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere in the Agenda

5.1. No matters arose.

6. Hambleton DC news - cllr Patmore outlined plans for the old Northallerton prison site where a number of developers had expressed interest.  With the help of a major EU grant there were also plans to replace the railway level crossing at the north end of the town with a bridge, and construction of a link road.   It was hoped that with these developments the centre of Northallerton would be re-energised.  She also noted a proposal for a Yorkshire-wide body presided over by an elected mayor as part of the Government’s plans for devolution of power to the regions: it is not, however, clear where such a body would be based.  Finally she advised that the District Council had been warned to expect further government cuts to its budget next year which may be in the order of 15%.

7. Finance 

7.1. Financial Report & Bank Reconciliation - Clerk listed recent payments and receipts and indicated the outturn to be £470 below budget, largely due to the cost of verge grass cutting coming in below budget and also by being offset by a NYCC grant.  Members of the Financial Working group confirmed the bank reconciliation to be in order and it was signed to be added to the minutes.  

7.2. Precept for FY2016/17 - Chairman reminded cllrs that they would be setting the next year’s precept at their meeting in November.  In preparation for this, he and the Clerk would prepare a breakdown of expected income and expenditure and produce a draft budget.  This would be circulated to cllrs before the meeting to facilitate discussion.

7.3. Financial Working Group mid-year review - it was agreed that the Working Group would meet on 22 September to carry out the mid-year review and report the outcome to the Council at its next meeting.

7.4. Four payments were authorised:

7.4.1.   YLCA invoice for £15.12 - to Chairman in recompense for settling the invoice earlier.

7.4.2.   Village Hall invoice for £35.00. 

7.4.3.   Clerk's Holiday pay and back pay to total of £105.57.

7.4.4.   Mr R Barley for £930 (verges grass cutting).  N.B. This includes Helperby PC’s share which will be reimbursed shortly.

8. Highways and Transport 

8.1. Re-surfacing Plan for Raskelf Road - Chairman and Clerk were currently drafting a letter to place additional pressure on NYCC (with similar efforts being made by Helperby PC) to improve the condition of the main thoroughfare through the village.

8.2. Bus Service Survey - cllr B Connor stated that the survey design had been agreed in conjunction with Helperby PC and was ready for use.  The survey would be distributed throughout the village on Thursday 15 October and collected on Monday 19 October (parishioners would also have the facility of delivering their completed surveys to Nelson's Newsagents).

8.3. Ewe Hole Lane - the condition of Ewe Hole Lane had deteriorated especially north of the old railway line; it was so overgrown in places as to be almost impassable.  Clerk to write to NYCC with photos to request prompt remedial action.

9. Planning Matters
9.1. Neighbourhood Plan - Huby was the nearest Parish Council that had begun the process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.  Clerk had arranged for a member of the organising group to attend the next meeting so cllrs could hear of the Huby experience and ask questions.

9.2. PA 15/01719/FUL, installation of mobile phone mast at Brafferton Manor Station - Brafferton PC had no objections to this application.

10. Business Matters
10.1. Parish Council Website - Hambleton DC had terminated its hosting of Parish Council web pages.  Two ways of setting up a Council website had been investigated and using Tim Price Software Solutions was recommended by the Chairman.  Mr Price was prepared to provide hosting, design and training advice without charge and the Clerk had already made a start on a design which cllrs were shown.  It was resolved that the Clerk should undertake further work on design and use of the draft website and if he and the Chairman were happy with the outcome then Mr Price should be asked to make the website 'live'.

10.2. Access to St Peter's Church - cllrs discussed the implications of cars parking on the approach to the lych gate, adjacent to No 8 Bridge Street.  Mr Armstrong was invited to speak and he explained the circumstances behind the parking; once their new garage and off street parking was complete, parking should no longer be an issue.  He noted that the family would happily respond to advance notice of church services, via the verger, and move any cars parked on the path.  They were also open to allowing hearses to turn using their drive access by agreement.  The council was satisfied that common sense was being applied and looked forward to the garage work proceeding as soon as possible.  The subject of 'No Parking' signage was raised but no decision was made.  Mr Armstrong noted that they were interested in replacing part of the grass track with road planings from the existing metalled track to their new access, to prevent the surface being churned up: it was agreed this would require some form of formal agreement. 

10.3. Community Forum report of 27 August meeting - Chairman passed on information from the Forum; non affected current council business.

11. Correspondence
11.1. Brafferton PC email to NYRHE ref Affordable Housing update & reply - currently no land suitable for the building of affordable housing had come available; discussions continue.

11.2. Various items ref Item 8.1

11.3. Letter from NYCC ref further closure of Thornton Bridge - Clerk to write to NYCC recommending that that any reshaping of the approaches to the bridge should be planned to lift the road surface above the water level when the Swale floods. 

11.4. NY Fire & Rescue authority consultation

11.5. Letter from Mr Wright - discussed in Public Forum at the previous meeting

11.6. Letter from Helperby Surgery on revised hours - cllrs were all of the opinion that the proposed new hours would not disadvantage the village.
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