Brafferton Parish Council Meeting
Draft Minutes

Wednesday 18 November 2015
Held at 7.30pm in Helperby Village Hall
Present: Cllr Chris Owens (Chairman), Cllr Mavis Hartley, Cllr Janice Attwood, Cllr Cris Connor, Cllr Barry Connor, Cllr Caroline Patmore (HDC), Roger Clements (Clerk) plus 2 Helperby PC cllrs and 3 members of the public.

1. Apologies

1.1. All cllrs were present.

2. Declarations of Interest
2.1.   Cllr Owens declared an interest in Item 7.4 and cllrs B Connor and C Connor in item 9.3.
3. Public Forum

Neighbourhood Plan.  Terry Wolf from Huby PC had kindly agreed to outline Huby's project to produce a Neighbourhood Plan and to answer questions.  A Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led framework for guiding the future development, regeneration and conservation of an area.  The Huby project was the first such in the Hambleton District, prompted by a desire to bring together opposing local factions (it began in the autumn of 2012 and was hoped to be concluded by end 2016).  Huby PC set up a steering group comprising 2 cllrs and individuals from the community; it had been hoped that local businesses would be involved but none had come forward.  A government £20,000 grant had been available to Huby and consultants' fees and charges from Hambleton DC had already consumed much of the grant.  If available at all, such grants were now much reduced.  The process had proved to be very bureaucratic and required specific research on such matters as homing surveys and site allocation.  The draft plan had to incorporate inputs from the District Council and other stake holders before proceeding to Formal Consultation and eventually to local referendum and, ultimately, adoption.  Huby hoped eventually to incorporate a conservation area into the village as a feature in the sympathetic future development of the area.  Following the presentation a discussion took place in which cllrs opined that the Neighbourhood Plan route seemed overly complex, and expensive, and the production of a Parish Plan was a more suitable option for the village.  Helperby PC was already taking guidance on formulation of a Parish Plan and Brafferton PC intends making this an agenda item in the future.
Children's Play Area.  Mr Van Leijen brought the council up to date on fund raising progress towards provision of a children's play area for the village.  He also raised the issue of walking through Main Street where the uneven cobbles forced pedestrians to walk very close to traffic (a problem that was especially concerning for those using pushchairs).   This opened a general discussion on safety on Main Street where speeding traffic was considered a major issue.  Chairman asked if Helperby PC still had a 'speed gun'.  Cllr Preen of Helperby PC said his council was attempting to locate its 'speed gun' and was considering the installation of Matrix signs to discourage speeding drivers.  Cllrs thought it appropriate the Helperby should lead on this issue and would await the outcome of Helperby PC's deliberations on the subject.
4. Minutes of the last meeting, held on 16 September 2015.

4.1.   The minutes were agreed to be a true record and were signed accordingly by the Chairman.
5. Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere in the Agenda
5.1.   No matters arose.
6. Hambleton DC news - Cllr Patmore confirmed that the revised re-cycling scheme would run from Feb 2016 with the introduction of blue lidded black bins for all re-cycling except glass.  She reported that several developers had expressed interest in the Northallerton prison site and government plans to extend the Northern Powerhouse scheme into our area of North Yorkshire are making little progress at present.
7. Finance 

7.1. Financial Report - Clerk reported that, since the last council meeting, 4 budgeted payments had been made with no effect on the expected year end outturn.
7.2. Bank Reconciliation - the Financial Working Group reported the reconciliation to be in accord with the bank statements.
7.3. Financial Working Group midyear audit - the audit had been completed on 22 Sep 15 in accordance with the Group's Terms of Reference and the accounts were found be in order with no adverse observations raised. 
7.4. Request for financial support to the Village Hall - the hall trustees made the point (letter at Item 11.1.1) that the dovecote and children's play area were of little direct benefit to the hall and each might be better judged to be a community benefit.  Consequently the parish councils were jointly asked whether they would consider defraying the cost (£1,100 in the current FY) of maintaining these facilities.  It was resolved that Brafferton PC Chairman would attend the Helperby PC meeting in December with a view to framing a joint response for putting to this council at the next (January) meeting.
7.5. Joint request to both parish councils for purchase of road closure signage - a letter from the War Memorial Committee (letter Item 11.1.2) recommended that the closure signage for Remembrance Day and Hidden Gardens Day be brought up to the standard required by law.  It was noted that Helperby PC had already discussed the same letter and was currently engaged in an audit of the existing signs.  It was resolved to re-consider the issue once the audit was complete.
7.6. Consider laying track to St Peter's lych gate - Chairman asked the council to consider undertaking a project to improve the track to the St Peter's lych gate.  The track was thought to have been an all-weather surface originally (part tarmac/part gravel or ash) but had deteriorated over a period of several decades.  Currently it was largely grass and was prone to becoming soft and muddy following rain.  It was resolved to investigate what lay under the grass and the likely cost of improving the track.
7.7. Budget and precept for FY 2016/2017 - cllrs had received details (attached to these minutes) of a proposed budget and precept for FY 2016/17 prior to the meeting; Chairman ran through each subject item in turn to allow cllrs an opportunity to comment.  Cllr C Connor proposed that the budget and precept plan be accepted.  It was resolved to adopt the proposed budget and levy a Precept of £3,900 for FY 2016/17. 
8. Highways and Transport 

8.1. Bus use survey - return of questionnaires within Helperby had been disappointing (30% compared to 60% within Brafferton).  In consequence, it was agreed that consideration of the current recommendations should be delayed until Helperby PC had had an opportunity to re-submit surveys to some areas of the village where returns had been particularly poor.  The Clerk was asked to display the service 29 and 150 timetables on the Parish Council notice board. 
8.2. Condition of road markings on the Boroughbridge Road - cllrs noted that road markings from the village to Thornton Bridge were in a very poor state.  Clerk to write to NYCC requesting that the markings be renewed.
8.3. Urban highway grass cutting plan for 2016 - Clerk to write to Richard Barley requesting a quotation for grass cutting in 2016.
9. Planning Matters
9.1. PA 15/01719/FUL, installation of mobile phone mast at Brafferton Manor Station - granted by Hambleton District Council.
9.2. PA 15/02249/MRC, variation of extension to St Peter's school, Brafferton - awaiting decision by Hambleton District Council.
9.3. PA 15/02278/FUL, proposed installation of solar panels at 3 St Peters Close, Brafferton - awaiting decision by Hambleton District Council.
10. Business Matters
10.1. Report on YLCA Hambleton Branch meeting of 20 October - cllr B Connor reported item of interest from the meeting including Neighbourhood Planning, the new government pension scheme and the Transparency Code.  Clerk confirmed that the council was already prepared for the pension scheme and was compliant with the Transparency Code (but see item 10.3). 
10.2. Neighbourhood Development Plan - discussed at Item 3.
10.3. Council website - Clerk reminded cllrs that the Hambleton DC website had, until recently, displayed those council financial records required by the Transparency Code but these web pages had been removed as part of a reduction of District Council service to parish councils.  Clerk was waiting for the Data North Yorkshire website to 'go live' with Parish Council data; once available all Brafferton PC information would be published therein. 
11. Correspondence
11.1. Cllrs had considered and actioned, where appropriate, the correspondence below:

11.1.1. Village hall finances - Peter Sowray

11.1.2. Purchase of Road Closure Signage - H&BWMC

11.1.3. Mini recycling centres - NYCC

11.1.4. Urban grass cutting - NTCC

11.1.5. RAY good neighbours scheme

11.1.6. Hambleton South Neighbourhood Watch Association

11.1.7. Thornton Bridge repairs - NYCC
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Chairman's signature ............................................


