
Maunby, Newby Wiske and South Otterington Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 20th November 2024 at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG 

Present: Councillors: E. Branson-Burke (Chairman), M. Stokes, H. Ellis, K. Bowe and North Yorkshire Councillor A. Wilkinson.

Clerk: D. Robson-Booth. One members of the public

PGL Representative: David Brown
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	Apologies: C. Newton, K. Murray and C. Cook (Vice Chairman).
Minutes of Last Meeting
Approval of minutes of last meeting on 23/10/24. Not able to approve the minutes as there is not two Parish Councillors present who attended both meetings.    

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes

a. Co – Opting a Parish Councillor to fill Vacancies 
No candidates applied in response to D. Gillson’s resignation. The Parish Council are still actively seeking to recruit new Councillors to fill the two vacancies, the response is positive and the PC hope to co-opt in the new year.

b. Peggy’s Field Housing Development 
The large fence around the site is in place and they have installed bases for three dwellings located at the bottom of the site. 

The pump continues to run 24/7 to drain the site.

The Parish Council have heard of another resident suffering cracking in their dwelling walls, the Parish Council have advised them to join forces with the other resident which is also suffering structural damage to their property as a result of the building work on site. 
The Parish Council are concerned about the height of the floor level of the bungalow being built. It looks extremely high and they wonder how the front door will be accessed. Surely, bungalows should be flat and not accessed by a steep ramp.

Chairman to raise concerns to NYC Planning.

c. Tree Maintenance for Parish Council Trees 
PGL have kindly given the Parish Council contact details of their tree surgeon. As agreed in the last meeting PGL will arrange the tree surgeon to look at the cherry tree on Little Otterington village green when he is next on site.

(Cllr A. Wilkinson arrived)
Correspondence for Consideration

a. Parish Council Police report – October 2024
The report confirmed no recorded crimes.

The Parish Council talked about a recent incident that happened in Newby Wiske where two people were arrested in connection with a stolen car.

The Chairman suggested the best way to keep up to date is by signing up to the Community Messager service offered free of charge by the police.   

Miscellaneous Correspondence for noting - None
Planning Matters – New Planning Applications

a. Application for works to trees in a Conservation Area. Highberry, Newby Wiske, Northallerton. ZB24/01880/CAT 
No objections, already granted – see below.
b. Erection of free standing 2948mm x 2416mm x 1828mm wooden shed to replace existing shed adjacent to rear of church. St Andrews Church, South Otterington, North Yorkshire DL7 9HD. ZB24/01915/FUL
No comments or objections. Clerk to inform NYC planning.

Planning Matters – Granted

a. Application for works to 4no.trees in a Conservation Area – 1x Conifer, 1 x Ash, 1 x Cherry and 1 x Cedar as amended 30.10.2024. Highberry, Newby Wiske, Northallerton. ZB24/01880/CAT

Planning Matters – Refused - None
Planning Matters Arising from Previous Minutes - None
Financial Matters

 Money in bank as of 01/11/2024- £18,372.83                                               

a. Payment of accounts 
Cheques to pay:

CE & CM Walker Grass Cutting                 £169.20

(One cut in October. Invoices 24369, 24370, 24371)

The Parish Council approved the expenses.

b. Money received - None
c. Bank Mandate
The mandate was correctly updated and we are still waiting for the names to be added. The Parish Council agreed it was taking too long and that K. Bowe should phone the bank to chase up.

d. Budget
The Clerk prepared a spread sheet showing the budget for 2024/25 and 2025/26, it was circulated to each Parish Councillor. 

e. Setting the Precept for 2025/26

The Parish Council agreed to keep the precept at the same amount. £6,800.
Clerk to inform NYC of the decision before the deadline on 31st December 2024. 

Any Other Business Requiring Urgent Consideration

a. NYC Update by Cllr A. Wilkinson
PGL Meeting

A meeting has been arranged between PGL and members of the Parish Council for Thursday 5th December at 11am. (TBC) 
Planning
There are continuing discussions about the pumping station on the housing development by Lovell on Peggy’s field.  

Cllr A. Wilkinson reported that Parlours planning application to build 14 dwellings is still going through the planning process and the applicant was not aware of a sequential test, the Parish Councillors are concerned that the application is taking a lot longer than it should. 
Parish Liaison

The next Parish Liaison newsletter is due on 27th Nov 2024 and can be requested by Parish Councils via email.
VAS Sign
The Parish Council have agreed provisionally to take the offer to obtain £1500 funding towards the cost of another VAS sign through Cllr A. Wilkinson’s Locality Budget. VAS signs usually cost £4,500 but it may be cheaper as we have posts already installed and the Parish Council should have enough funds in the infrastructure levy money. The Parish Council will own three VAS signs after the purchase.
The Parish Council will make a final decision when we receive more details and the Parish Council understand they may have to make a decision quickly to take advantage of the available funding. 
 

Resilience and Emergencies Plan
The Resilience and Emergencies Team are working with Parish and Town Councils alongside local businesses to encourage them to develop Community Emergency Plans. Following the community support during the Covid pandemic, Resilience and Emergencies has been working with the Council’s Local Engagement Teams and the Community Anchor Organisations to develop a new Community Resilience Policy.
The Parish Council recognized the importance as a planned power cut on a cold day last week in Newby Wiske could have been eased if the village hall committee knew and opened up the village hall to create a warm space and hot refreshments. 
 

Cllr A. Wilkinson provided contact details to arrange a meeting with the officer and advised there is sand bags available should they be needed.  

b. Communication with PGL – David Brown
The last guests left on the 15th November and the staff will arrive on 8th Feb ready to reopen the last week in February 2025. 

David informed the Council that their end of season event took a coach of guests to York and was enjoyed by all.
A Parish Councillor told David he was disappointed with PGL for not thanking a local farmer who had lent PGL some straw bales for their end of season event.

c. Internet Speed in Newby Wiske

A Newby Wiske resident gave an update on their broadband speed. After contacting their provider who sent them a new router and after taking three weeks to get it to work, their internet speed has increased to 33mbs. Quick line has chosen to exclude Newby Wiske from their original upgrade.  
d. Newby Wiske Hall

A Parish Councillor wanted to include in the minutes a conversation during the Parish Council meeting on 18th September 2024. The subject of fibre optic cables revealed that there are three cables coming into the village of Newby Wiske, one is spare, one is taken by PGL and it appears that the police still use and have control of the third one and will do for the foreseeable future.   
e. Replacement of Street Lights in Newby Wiske

The street lights in Newby Wiske have recently been replaced. Unfortunately, the contractors who carried out the work have cut down the old lights and left around a 4ft stump. It is not clear if they intend to remove them completely at a later date or if this is the finished job. The residents of Newby Wiske would like the stumps removed properly as they look ridicules and are not complying with the legalisation of a conservation area.  

Clerk to email NYC. 
f. Cllr A. Wilkinson
The Parish Council would like to thank Cllr A. Wilkinson for her help, dedication and hard work that she has shown this year. 
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at 7.00 pm at South Otterington Village Hall, South Otterington, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 9HG

Chairman Signature………………………………. Date………………………..
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